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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 23-27, 30, and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Steffler et al. (US PGPUB 2003/0139130 Al) 

Steffler et al (Steffler) discloses a system for processing animal carcasses comprising a 
series of animal unit holders (shackles 22) that travel along a processing path (Figure 1) having a 
plurality of processing stations (transfer 30, pre-inspection 38, inspection 42, cutting, etc.), while 
holding an animal unit (carcass 33). A series of sensors are disposed along the processing path, 
comprising a first set 52, 54, 56 for sensing presence of the animal unit 33 ([0041]-[0043]) and a 
second set 62, 64, 66, 68, 70 & 72 for tracking the location of the animal unit holder 22 wittfh 
respect to the associated carcass 33 ([0047]-[0050]). At least one of the sensors are considered 
to be located at an input of at least one of the processing stations. 

The sensors are connected to a control system (programmable logic controller, PLC) and 
upon detecting the absence or presence of the animal unit 33 on holder 22, sensors 52, 54 & 56 
send signals indicating such to the PLC for controlling the functions of the system ([0042]). 
More specifically, once the PLC receives a signal that the holder 22 is empty it will deactivate a 
cutter that is positioned downstream of several primary processing stations, thus causing it not to 
harvest the animal parts ([0043]). It is inherent that upon sensing the presence of an animal unit 
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33 the cutter will act to harvest the animal parts, since this is the inventive purpose of Steffler's 
system. 

Regarding the limitation of counting "a predetermined number of animal unit holders that 
do not hold a corresponding animal unit," Steffler's system counts the shackles [0051] inherently 
including the ones that hold an animal unit and those that do not in order to accurately keep track 
in the system. 

Regarding claims 30 & 31, the PLC control system deactivates the cutter as discussed 
above based on as many holders 22 that are determined to not be holding an animal unit 33, 
which may be a series of holders 22 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 28, 32, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Steffler as applied above. 

Steffler discloses the claimed invention, except it is not positively what type of sensors 
are preferable. It would have been an obvious design choice to utilize a sensor of the type of 
infrared sensors, proximity sensors, proximity switches, metal detection sensors, ultrasonic 
sensors, and combinations thereof in order to perform the disclosed sensing step since the 
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examiner takes Official Notice that such sensors are known in the art for the particular purpose 
and it appears Steffler's system would work equally well with any of the above sensors. 

Regarding claim 33, Steffler does not positively disclose that the PLC would recognize a 
cessation of conveyor movement based on the sensor readings. It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to enable the PLC or 
control system to detect a pause in conveyor movement due to not sensing each successive 
shackle, since it already constantly counts the. shackles as they move along at a predetermined 
speed, and this would be merely the automating of a manual activity which has been broadly 
held insufficient to distinguish over the prior art. In re Venner, 262 F.2d 91 (CCPA 1958). 

5. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Steffler as 
applied to claim 23 above, and further in view of Ewing (US 4,882,81 1). 

Steffler discloses the claimed invention except it is not positively stated that the sensing 
of the animal units controls a water supply, e.g. for a cleaning or treating process. Ewing 
discloses an animal processing system, in the same field of invention, that utilizes a processing 
step for cleaning the animal unit (catfish 10) that provides in a controlled manner in order to 
conserve water. The device determines the presence of said unit 10 via sensor 70, and controller 
92 times the duration of a spray of water on the unit 10 (Ewing, col.7, lns.40-57). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to utilize a cleaning step in Steffler's system 
to hinder bacteria growth and to control the duration of the water supply in order to conserve 
water. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 30 November 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that because Steffler's processing system in comprised of two 
lines, a "kill" and "eviscerating" line, it does not anticipate the present invention as claimed, 
because the present invention discloses that "both [processing] stations are on the same 
conveyor" (Remarks, p.6, filed 1 1/30/06). The examiner respectfully disagrees and points out 
that applicant only recites, in at least claim 1, a "plurality of processing stations" along "a 
conveyor," and the examiner appropriately gives the broadest interpretation of these limitations. 
Steffler, as explained in the above rejection, discloses multiple processing stations along a 
conveyor. This conveyor is defined as that path along which the carcasses travel during the 
butchering processes, and is considered to comprise both lines since the carcasses pass along 
both in order be processed completely. Sheffler's device clearly anticipates the broadly stated 
claimed limitation, and therefore the rejection above is maintained. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan C. Alimenti whose telephone number is 571-272-6897. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Teri Luu can be reached on 571-272-7045. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Susan C. Alimenti 




